


LULLABIES - FAURÉ, WHITACRE & RUTTER

Ah, lullabies – those sweet songs that mothers sing softly to their littles ones to help them 
fall asleep.  All the music compositions on this afternoon’s concert are lullabies or sound as 
if they could be lullabies.

The first musical work, the Requiem by the French composer Gabriel Fauré, is in seven 
movements or sections.  The Requiem Mass, or Missa pro Defunctis (Mass for the Dead), is 
the Roman Catholic worship service celebrated in memory of the faithful departed; it is to 
be sung on the day or anniversary of the death or burial of a Christian.   

Fauré began composing his setting of the Requiem (which translates “rest” and is the first 
word of the first section of the Latin text typically set to music: “Rest eternal grant them, 
Lord”) in 1887, the year his mother died and two years after his father had passed away.  
He claimed to have composed it “for the pleasure of it” in a letter to a friend, but often 
composers work through their grief caused by loss by composing a setting of the Requiem.

Fauré’s Requiem is unlike any other composer’s setting, in that he omitted the “Dies irae” 
(translated “Day of Wrath” – a long, extremely powerful depiction of the chaos and terror 
of the Last Judgment – the centerpiece of most Requiem settings) and inserted the “In 
Paradisum” (“Into Paradise”), a text that is sung when the coffin is being carried to the 
grave.  

During an interview in 1902 Fauré said, “It has been said that my Requiem…is a lullaby of 
death.  It is thus that I see death: as a happy deliverance, an aspiration towards happiness 
above, rather than as a painful experience.”  In a letter written in 1900, he wrote that the 
Requiem “is as gentle as I am myself.” 

This is among the most soothingly beautiful music ever composed.  We are emulating 
the first performance of Fauré’s enchanting Requiem this afternoon; you will notice only 
two violas, two celli, one bass, harp and organ.  This, with timpani and solo violin, is the 
instrumentation the composer used at the first performance in 1888.  There were at that 
time, however, only five movements.  He added two more movements and horns, trumpets 
and trombones for a performance in 1893. His publisher pressured him to expand the 
orchestration to symphonic proportions to make the work more appropriate for large-scale 
concert halls, so for performances in 1900 and 1901 in such venues as the World Exhibition 
in Paris, he (or a colleague – scholars are not sure whom) expanded the instrumentation to 
a full symphony orchestra.  This is the version familiar to most people today.  Fauré himself 
preferred the smaller versions.

Cantique de Jean Racine (Hymn of Jean Racine) is one of the most frequently performed 
sacred choral pieces of the Romantic era.  Fauré composed this while a student at the 
École Niedermeyer (Niedermeyer School), a music school in Paris, in 1865, at the age of 19 
or 20.  It won for him the school’s music composition prize.  The poet was the same Jean 
Racine that is regarded as one of the premier French dramatists of the 18th century.

Program Notes



The English composer/conductor/editor John Rutter, who published an edition of the 
Fauré Requiem that features the instrumentation of the earlier versions, has arranged the 
Cantique de Jean Racine for the same instruments as the earlier versions of the Requiem.  
We are using Rutter’s edition of the Cantique this afternoon.

Eric Whitacre, born in Reno, Nevada and educated at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
and the Juilliard School of Music, is one of the most successful and well-known choral and 
wind-band composers today.  He has generated several “virtual choirs” in which thousands 
of singers participated online and his music is sung and played across the U.S. as well as 
overseas.  He was contacted in 2004 by a major film studio concerning the possibility of his 
composing the music for a proposed animated film based on Kipling’s The Seal Lullaby.  

After meeting with the executives at the studio he returned home and read the first lines 
of the tale, which are a lullaby sung by the mother seal to her pup (and the text for the 
piece by Whitacre on our program today).  He writes, “I was struck so deeply by those first 
beautiful words, and a simple, sweet Disney-esque song just came gushing out of me.  I 
wrote it down as quickly as I could, had my wife record it while I accompanied her at the 
piano, and then dropped it off at the film studio.

“I didn’t hear anything for weeks and weeks, and I began to despair.  Did they hate it?  Was 
it too melodically complex?  Did they even listen to it?  Finally, I called them, begging to 
know the reason that they had rejected my tender little song.  “Oh,” said the exec, “we 
decided to make Kung Fu Panda instead.””

John Rutter, the editor of the edition of the Fauré Requiem we are singing today, was born 
in London and educated at Cambridge University.  After teaching for a few years he left 
and founded the Cambridge Singers, a professional choir, with which he toured and made 
numerous recordings.  

Rutter has also served as editor of a number of choral collections published by the 
prestigious Oxford University Press.  He has created many choral compositions and 
arrangements.  They tend to be in a musical style accessible to amateur singers, with lovely 
melodies and soothing harmonies, and well-crafted.  This has made him one of the most-
performed composers of modern times.
 

- Dr. Michael Lancaster
Artistic Director and Conductor
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MICHAEL LANCASTER
 

Michael Lancaster has been Artistic Director and 
Conductor of the Carolina Concert Choir (CCC) since 
the fall of 2018.  The CCC is an auditioned adult 
mixed choral ensemble based in Hendersonville, NC 
that presents performances in a variety of musical 
styles, from the great choral/orchestral works of the 
master composers of Western art music to medleys 
from Broadway musicals.

He was selected to be Music Director of the 
Asheville Symphony Chorus (ASC) in the fall 
of 2012.  In this capacity he prepares the ASC 
for performances with the Asheville Symphony 
Orchestra as well as independent concerts.  In the 
fall of 2016 he founded the Asheville Symphony 
Chamber Chorus, a 21-voice advanced choral 
ensemble from the ranks of the Asheville Symphony 
Chorus that presents its own independent concerts.  
He is also Director of Worship and Music at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Highlands, NC, where he 

conducts the Chancel Choir and the Sacred Sounds Bell Choir.  In addition, Lancaster has 
27 years experience as Director of Choral Activities at universities in Missouri, Kentucky and 
North Carolina.

In the summers of 1980 and 1981 Lancaster studied conducting at the Oregon Bach Festival 
under the internationally renowned conductor and Bach scholar Helmuth Rilling.  Since then, 
he has sung in the professional Festival Chorus of the Oregon Bach Festival many times, 
singing incidental solos on a few occasions.

In the summer of 1988 he was selected from applicants across the country as one of sixty 
singers to sing under the direction of the late Robert Shaw in Souillac, France in the “Robert 
Shaw Festival Singers.”  He was asked to return in 1989, 1990, 1992 and 1996 as well.  He 
also participated as a member of the paid professional core in the “Robert Shaw Choral 
Workshop” in November 1990, which culminated in a performance of Ein Deutsches Requiem 
by Brahms conducted by Mr. Shaw in Carnegie Hall with the Orchestra of St. Luke’s and 
soloists Sylvia McNair and Samuel Ramey.  He was invited to participate in the same capacity 
in the “Robert Shaw Choral Workshop” and the “Carnegie Hall Choral Workshop” many times 
in subsequent years.



Richard Riccardi, has accompanied Joel Grey, Tom Jones, 
Martha Raye, Mel Torme, Diahann Carroll, Robert Goulet, 
Wesla Whitfield, Seiji Ozawa, Pinchas Zuckerman, Clark 
Terry, and John Dalley of the Guarneri Quartet. He has 
performed with the San Francisco Symphony, The S.F. 
Ballet, The S.F. Opera, the California Symphony, and 
others. He was the associate musical director for the 3rd 
National Broadway Tour of “Annie”. He is also a frequent 
pianist for the video games, movies and other media 
productions produced at Skywalker Studios in Marin 
County, CA. 

Richard currently teaches piano and is a staff accompanist 
and vocal coach at Brevard College and Mars Hill 
University. When he’s not teaching, he enjoys performing 
with his wife Sandy in their original comedy cabaret show, 
‘An Evening with Sandy and Richard Riccardi’.
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Lancaster has participated as a chorister on several recordings, including the Grammy Award-
winning recording of Credo by Krzysztof Penderecki with the Oregon Bach Festival Orchestra 
and Chorus conducted by Helmuth Rilling; Amazing Grace and Brahms: Liebeslieder Waltzes 
with the Robert Shaw Festival Singers conducted by Robert Shaw; and Britten: War Requiem 
with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus conducted by Robert Shaw.

As a professional soloist or chorister, Lancaster has sung with many organizations, including 
the Carmel (CA) Bach Festival, the Oregon Bach Festival, the San Luis Obispo (CA) Mozart 
Festival, the Santa Fe Desert Chorale, the Los Angeles Master Chorale (under the direction 
of Roger Wagner), the Hollywood Bowl Festival Chorus (under the direction of Christopher 
Hogwood), the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra (under the direction of Gerard Schwartz), 
the William Hall Chorale, the Long Beach Bach Festival (under the direction of Sir David 
Willcocks) and the Disneyland Dickens Carolers.

He holds the BME from Chapman College (Orange, CA), the MM from California State 
University Fullerton and the DMA from the University of Southern California.  His wife, 
Dr. Linda Lancaster, is a free-lance flutist who is a member of the Brevard Philharmonic 
Orchestra.  They have two children, Kevin and Katherine. 
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CAROLINA CONCERT CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA PRESENTS:  

Lullabies
 

Michael Lancaster, Artistic Director & Conductor  
 

Richard Riccardi, Accompanist

Saturday, April 23, 3:00 p.m.

Grace Lutheran Church

Hendersonville, NC

Requiem, Op. 48 (1893)                           Gabriel Fauré

                (1845-1924) 

I.  INTROITUS - KYRIE              
 

II. OFFERTORUM                  Ezekiel Cole Miller, Baritone

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine,  
 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Te decet hymnus, Deus in Sion,

et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem.

Exaudi orationem meam, ad te omnis caro 
veniet.

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison.

Rest eternal grant them, Lord, 

and let light always shine on them.

It is right to hymn you, God in Zion,

and to you will be made a vow in Jerusalem.

Hear my prayer, to you all flesh will come.

 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have 
mercy.

O Domine, Jesu Christe, Rex Gloriae,

libera animas defunctorum

de poenis inferni et de profundo lacu.

O Domine, Jesu Christe, Rex Gloriae

libera animas defunctorum de ore leonis, 

ne absorbeat eus Tartarus ne cadant in 
obscurum.

O Lord, Jesus Christ, King of glory, 

free the souls of the dead

from the punishment of hell and the deep pit. 

O Lord, Jesus Christ, King of glory,

deliver the dead souls from the mouth of the 
lion, 

so they are not swallowed by hell and do not 
fall into darkness.



III. SANCTUS             

Hostias et preces tibi, Domine, laudis 
offerimus,  

tu suscipe pro animabus illis 
quarum hodie memoriam facimus.

Fac eas, Domine, de morte transire ad 
vitam

Quam olim Abrahae promisisti et semini 
eus. 

Sacrifices and prayers to you, Lord, with praise 
we offer,  

receive them for those souls 
whom today we remember. 

Make them, Lord, from death cross over to life 

as once to Abraham you promised and to his 
seed. 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus 
Sabaoth,

pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua,

 
hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,

 
full are the heavens and earth with the glory 
of you,

hosanna in the highest.

IV. PIE JESU                        Sue Gordon, Soprano 

Pie Jesu, Domine, dona eis requiem, 

dona eis requiem, sempiternam requiem.

Merciful Jesus, Lord, grant them rest, 

grant them rest, eternal rest.

V. AGNUS DEI        

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,

 
dona eis requiem.

Lux aeterna luceat eis, Domine,

cum sanctis tuis in aeternum,

quia pius es.

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine,

et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of 
the world, 

grant them rest.

Let light eternal shine on them, Lord,

with your saints for eternity,

for you are merciful.

Grant them eternal rest, Lord,

and let light always shine on them.



VII. IN PARADISUM              

                            Intermission

 
Cantique De Jean Racine, Op. 11 (1865)         Gabriel Fauré

Hymn of Jean Racine

 
Word, equal to the Most High, our only hope,  

Eternal Light of the earth and heavens,  
We break the silence of the peaceful night [with this song]; 

 Divine Savior, cast your eyes upon us. 

VI. LIBERA ME           José  Melano, Bass Baritone

Libera me, Domine, de morte aeterna

in die illa tremenda

quando coeli movendi sunt et terra

 
dum veneris judicare saeculum per ignem. 

Tremens factus sum ego, et timeodum 
discussio venerit atque ventura ira. 
 
Dies illa, dies irae, calamitatis et miseriae, 
 
 
dies illa, dies magna et amara valde.

 
Requiem aeternam …

Free me, Lord, from death eternal

on that day of dread

when the heavens and the earth will be 
shaken

while you come to jude the world with fire. 
 
I am made to tremble, and am awaiting the 
judgment and the coming anger.

That day, day of anger, of calamity and 
misery,

that day, the day of great and 
exceeding bitterness.

 
(reprise of the introit) 

In Paradisum deducant Angeli, 

in tuo adventu suscipiant te Martyres

et perducant te in civitatem sanctam 
Jerusalem.

Chorus Angelorum te suscipiat,

et cum Lazaro, quondam paupere,

aeternam habeas requiem.

Into paradise may angels draw you, 

on your arrival, may the martyrs receive you

and lead you into the holy city Jerusalem.

May the chorus of angels receive you,

and with Lazarus, once a beggar,

may you have eternal rest.



 Spread over us the fire of your mighty grace,  
May [So that] all evil [might] flee at the sound of your voice.  

Dispel the sleep of a languishing spirit 
That leads it to forget your laws.  

 
O Christ, look favorably upon this faithful people  

Assembled now to bless you.  
Receive the songs they offer to your immortal glory, 

And may they return, fulfilled by your glory! 
 

Text: Jean Racine (1639-1699) 

 

 

The Seal Lullaby (2007)                          Eric Whitacre 

                                    (b. 1970)  

Oh! hush thee, my baby, the night is behind us,  
And black are the waters that sparkled so green. 

The moon, o’er the combers, looks downward to find us  
At rest in the hollows that rustle between. 

 
Where billow meets billow, there soft be thy pillow; 

Ah, weary wee flipperling, curl at thy ease! 
The storm shall not wake thee, nor shark overtake thee,  

Asleep in the arms of the slow-swinging seas. 
 

Text: Rudyard Kipling (1856-1936) 

 
 
Black Sheep (Traditional American lullaby) (1976)                    arr. John Rutter 

Virginia Erwin, Soprano                   (b. 1945) 

 
Black sheep, black sheep, where d’you leave your lamb? 

Way down in the valley, 
Birds and the butterflies a flutterin’ by,  

Poor little thing cryin’ ‘Mammy’. 
 

Black sheep, black sheep, where d’you leave your lamb? 
Way down in the valley. 

My mother told me before she went away 
To take good care of the baby. But I went  

out to play and the baby ran away 
And the poor little thing cryin’ ‘Mammy’. 

 
Black sheep, black sheep, where d’you leave your lamb?  

Way down in the valley. 



The Lord Bless You and Keep You (1981)                       John Rutter 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you;  

The Lord make His face to shine upon you,  
And be gracious unto you.  

The Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon you 
 And give you peace.  Amen. 

 
Text: Numbers 6:24 
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Dedication
This concert is dedicated to the memory of Mr. Eddie Roberts, whose thoughtful and 
generous donation of $5000 to honor his wife Melissa, our Secretary and Librarian 

has helped enable our choir to persevere during the COVID pandemic





SOPRANO
Jacolyn Campbell

Ann Doebler
Janet Doyle

Virginia Erwin
Susan Gordon
Haley Haulk

Michelle Johnston  
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Melissa Roberts  

Rebecca Shortreed
Kathryn Wells

 

ALTO
Edie Clark 
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Claire Crook
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Barbara Meyer
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TENORS 
Alan Bowen
Bill Hannum
Jim Phillips 

David Teague
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Bill Rigot

Jerry Smith
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George Lampe
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OF THE CAROLINA CONCERT CHOIR



The Carolina Concert Choir began in 1979 as the Carolina Chamber Singers, a 
madrigal group of 12 voices. The group was under the direction of Dr. Robert Barrow, 
retired head of the Music Department at Williams College. From 1980 to 1996, the 
choir was directed by Beverly Ward, dean of the Western North Carolina chapter 
of the Guild of Organists. The group performed classical and contemporary pieces, 
some composed by Ward. For the next six years the now Carolina Concert Choir 
was led by several guest conductors. In 2002, Bradford Gee was hired as Artistic 
Director/Conductor. He led the Choir until 2013. Under his aegis, the Choir performed 
at the Piccolo Spoleto Festival in Charleston, South Carolina in  2005, 2006, 2007 
and 2009.  In 2013, Professor Lawrence Doebler became the Artistic Director and  
Conductor of the Choir through June 2018.  Our last performance with him was at 
Carnegie Hall, where we performed the Mozart Requiem.

Today, we are under the direction of Dr. Michael Lancaster. Dr. Lancaster received 
his Doctor of Musical Arts (Choral Music) from the University of Southern California.  
He has extensive academic experience including serving as Director of Choral 
Activities at Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC, Director of Choral Activities 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY, and Director of Choral 
Activities at Central Missouri State University, Warrensburg, MO.  Dr. Lancaster serves 
as Conductor of the Asheville Symphony Chorus and the Music Director at the First 
Presbyterian Church Choir of Highlands, Highlands, NC.

The Carolina Concert Choir is comprised of the highly capable voices of auditioned 
singers from Hendersonville, Asheville, Brevard and upstate South Carolina. Our 
repertoire is a varied mix from the classical choral and choral/symphonic literature 
and lighter fare, including many favorites at its annual holiday season concert. The 
Carolina Concert Choir is proud to take its place along with Flat Rock Playhouse, the  
Hendersonville Symphony Orchestra and local arts organizations in enriching the 
cultural environment of our community.

THE
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OF THE CAROLINA CONCERT CHOIR



The Carolina Concert Choir is a member 
of the Henderson County  
Chamber of Commerce.



2020-2022
Donors and Contributors

CONCERT SPONSOR ($5000+) 
Robert and Martha Adams
Eddie Roberts (Memorial)

CHOIR SUSTAINER ($2500-$4999) 
Nadine Christensen

Robert and Christine Wells
Community Foundation of Henderson County 

Arts Council of Henderson County

BENEFACTOR ($1000-$2499)
Tom Sauter
Jarad Pyles

SUSTAINER ($500-$999)
Melissa Roberts

Roger Christensen
Jay and Nancy Thorndyke

Ken Berger

PATRON ($250-$499)
Edie Clark

Larry Doebler
Stuart and Barbara Glassman

Margaret Price
Michelle Tracz

ENTHUSIAST ($125-$249) 
Hal and Ruthiei Derrick

Bill and Rebecca Shortreed 
Books for Good

Alan Bowen

SUPPORTER ($75-$124) 
Howard Bakken

Mary Kay Krokowski
Roscoe Nickelson
Roderick Hansen

Samuel Hayes
Jane Dupont

Ellen Macdonald-Almazan 
Martin Zigorsky
Virginia Erwin

Michelle Johnston
Sallie Free

FRIEND ($1-$74)
Daniel Angerstein

William Culp
Ann Doebler
Robert Dahm
Mark Madsen

Barbara Fountain
Judy Meinzer

Roberts and Aloha Smith



The Carolina Concert Choir welcomes your personal tax-deductible donation. Your gifts will 
enable the Carolina Concert Choir to continue bringing to Western North Carolina the high-

quality music for which they are known. 

 
Carolina Concert Choir:  
The Carolina Concert Choir enriches our community with quality performances of extraordinary 
music. What better way to show your love of choral music than to insure the future of the 
CCC! Consider an endowment, 401K distribution, stock donation, charitable trust or estate gift.  
Carolina Concert Choir is a 501 (c) (3) organization, so all contributions are tax deductible. To 
give now, donate through the website, follow go to: Make a Donation to Support the Carolina 
Concert Choir call 828-393-5737, or make your check payable to Carolina Concert Choir and 
mail to Carolina Concert Choir, P.O. Box 962, Hendersonville, NC 28793-0962. Thank you!

Henderson County Tourism Development 
Authority Visitors Center 

Hendersonville, NC 
800.828.4244 

HistoricHendersonville.org

Grassroots Art Program

This program was supported by the NC Arts Council, a division of the Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources; administered by the Arts Council of Henderson County. 
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Steward Partners 
Global Advisory  
supports the
Carolina Concert Choir

William F. Gold, Jr.
Partner
Director, Wealth Manager
210 Third Avenue West 
Hendersonville, NC 28739
828-393-5209
Bill.gold@stewardpartners.com

Steward Partners Global Advisory LLC maintains a separate 
professional business relationship with, and our registered 
professionals offer securities through, Raymond James 
Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.  Investment 
advisory services offered through Steward Partners 
Investment Advisory LLC.
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Dr. Michael Lancaster, Artistic Director and Conductor – for his Vision for this concert 

The Asheville Symphony

Richard Riccardi, Accompanist for the Carolina Concert Choir

Tate Addis, Accompanist for the Asheville Symphony Orchestra for rehearsal support

Erica Zoller, Marketing, Graphic Design, Web Design

The Arts Council of Henderson County

The Community Foundation of Henderson County

Henderson County Tourism Development Authority Visitation Center

Crate Wine Market and Project

Grace Lutheran Church, Hendersonville

To our artists, benefactors, and audiences. You have enriched and made this concert 
possible. Our deepest thanks.

A
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